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HEN, by God's Providence, 
„  through»the!/RING?'s Favour, I 

of mine, direct or indirect) 
. > {7 Tranſlatedto this See, and in- 
wo 1. 7 Fit tended, according to Cuſtom, to 
make my Primary Viſitation, the firſt Lear: I could not 
but think it very fortunate for me, that, ſinte we had 
loſt the QEEN, and with Her, all the Hopes chat had 


deen laid up in thar precious Life I could Congratulate 
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| the Clergy of this Dioceſe, with the Succeſſjon: of 7he 
+ Houſe of HANOVER; which: pfomiſed, according to 
Humane Reckonings, almoſt a iperpetuity of Prozeſiant 


L T's 
„ 

* 

911 
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Princes, to govern, patronize, protect and favour tbe 


Church of England. A Proſpect, that no Clergy men 


b noi living, ever had before! for tho? the Children of 


K. CHARLES the Firſt were many, and five of them 
lived to tee the happy Reflorapoz of their Family, and 
of our Antient Government both in Church and State. 
yer two of them were raken away, within the:Yrar, o 

whoſe Religion we were molt and beſt aſſured, The D. 


of GLOUCESTER died unmanied ; and the Prince 


of ORANGE, but the Mother of one. weakly tender 
Child, who#then was little heeded in the World, tho! 


ſince, he lived to be our KING; and if the Nations 


round about may be allowed to judge, one of the great- 
eſt Princes that we ever had. Of the tliree Surviving 


Ones, the Princeſs HENRIETTA was bred up by her Mo- 
ther, and Married into Hance,; ſd that the Succeſſion on 


that Side, was what no Church of England man could 
think upon, wirk any Comfort. As to the KN him- 
ſelf, he was quickly after Mattied, to à Princets al great 


* "\ 
# 1 * 


Fit 


Virtue, and many excellent Endowments, but ofa wrong off N 
Religion tor our good, and from whom che Nation in a ſiſtent 
 lintle time had too much cauſe to think there would come Thi 
no Children, This, by. the generality of People then 2 Ong! 
Iiving was accounted a great misfortune to this Nation 
and 10 it had certainly been, had that fine Prince, with | upon t 
his many excellent engaging Qualities, been but. /i Peet 75 in 
Ours: but they 'who knew him Well, knew hy was thing e 
not; and he himſelf, when all his orldly. Views: and Churc 
Interetts were at an end, confeſs'd he was not. V hich have b 
Jultified what many Men boldly ame * E they As, 6 
knew it ſo, before; what many more did 2 be- Cular 1 
lieve, but were more cautious in affirming; becauſe of over 
Temporal inconveniences ; and what many thouſands be har 
more, did vehemently ſuſpect, namely, that from: the bot ; 
time he came among us, his Heart "was never truly with | 
us; altho* the Date of His and Our Misfortune in that th 
Point, mult-be-pur a little higher. So that the hopes of Fe 
all the Nation, with Reſpect to the Succeſſion, centred Fine, 
in the D. of YORK ; whom | need to ſay nothing, 
and of whom indeed Ican ſay nothing better, than that he 
was the Father of two ſich Daughters, both our Qucens, &; 
as did kim Honour that will live for ever. Of theſe two 
[Princefles, the One both lived and died Childleſs: ; the Khere 
Other died {o, tho' ſhe was the Mother of many Chil- gfſior 
dren, and of one who was of great Hopes, and of fore te 
Continuance with us. w. 
This was the ſhort and broken ProſpeCt of Succeſſion, 55 
that the Nation had for many Lears: a Proſpect that Ib, 
affordedl little ſolid Satisfaction, to ſuch as truly loved 1 
their. Country, and. wiſhed well to their Religion, and Ie 
could Took before them. But this was all that could he of. 
had, till it pleaſed God, for- the better Security of both, . 
to put it into the Hearts both of the King and Parlia- * 
ment, to Settle the Succeſſion on the firſt Proteſtagt mie 
Branch of the fame Royal Family of the STU ARTS; & 
which has now taken place, in the Perſon of our preſent Cl 
KING, who ſtands in the {ame Degree to K. JAMES 9 
the J. with 7he late QUEEN, the 25 by a Son, the Q- NV 
cher by a Daughter; the Popiſh Branches being all ir 
| \. O 


LEES: i 
ff. 8 b the th 8 ne 28 5 utterly wir 
, come of. this Nation. y 
This 


was the I Happineſs, upon which 1 purpoſed to 


en ulate thoſe, over whom I was ſer by the Divine. 
3 Per at MY. {uſt coming to them And indeed, 
th upon the QUEEN's Demiſe, I thought it was the great- 
ly elt in the World that could 'befall us all, and that no- 
as thing elſe could make that loſs. fit tolerably eaſy, o A 


nd Church: man's Mind.” For, what Condition ſhould we 
have been in, had it been otherwiſe? 

ey As matters now ſtand, and have long ſtood, the Se- 

be. Cular-Interefts of the Church, are 10 involv'd and inter- 

of woven with thoſe of the State, that, as I think it would 
ids pe hard to ſeparate them, without the hurting of them 
potk (as all the Experiments that hath been made that 
| ray have thewn )-10 I dare ſay the One can never flou- 
fy. NO dhe Other. And therefore, whate- 
85 e ger and Fellen may conceive, ima- 

Eine, "with, pj Per and conſiderate Ones will 
ng, Ways find it to * * turches Advantage, to be as cloſe- 
he united to the State, in all its Publick Intereſts, 'as it 
an poſſibly be, Aying its Loyalty to Chriſt the Lord its 
© dead in Heaven, in matters metely Spiritual. T did 
therefore think, and {till do, chat, the Proſpect of a Suc- 
hil- | X ion of Proteſtant Princes of ſuch. Continuance and 
tent, as it has pleaſed God to ſet within our View, as 
was of the greatelt Importance to the State, ſo it would 
> one of the welcomeſt Subjects, a Biſhop could ſpeak 
p to a Body of. Proteſtant Clergy,awho would, 7 4 
> ſooner ſenſible than other People, of ſo great a Bleſhng. 


and IMere is nothing more eſtabliſhes rhe Hearts of all. ſorts 
d he of. People, of every Rank and Quality, of every Order 
oth, id Degree amongſt Men, than a good View of what is 
rlia- ke to follow: 8 char ſets them mote at eaſe and 
ſtant pier, than to think they ſhall themſelves enſoy, and 
S.; gave io their Poltericy, the ſame good Government both 
eſenr Church and State, the ſame good Laws, the ſame great 

ES j berties and Privileges envied by all the Subjects in the 
> Q- Norld beſides. And of all theſe Bleflings thete cannot 


cut $9 bettet, Hardly any other, Serurity, and Pledge, than 
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afjuitful Royal Line, of the ſame Intereſts and Religion 


Aſſembly as this. And, as för all the Attempts of the. C 


5} 


with our Selves. To all theſe things, I thought, at that % 


Time, to have ſpaken at large: but being hindred from N 
coming among you, ſomething by my Atrendance on the 


Parliament, but more by my Infirmities, and bad Health, 
I had not the Opportunity of doing it ; and think it ſea- 


Gonable, at this time, but juſt to mention jr in the matt. 
13x Tf, OG TORT 13:18 +*v. SH 
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„, y . OT IT wo 
Upon this diſappointment, I Waggit to bethink-my V 
{IF again, on what Subject I might Speak moſt uſefully pi 
to you, far as to all other ways of Speaking, I would Fj; 
nor uſe them if I could. And here, the little Acquaintance N 
I had with the Temper and Difpoſition of the People fe: 
in general, and with the Learning, Manners, and Qua- h 
lifications of thoſe who make up the proper Audience, Of 
upon theſe Occaſions, would not permit Me, to.ſpeakFfor: 
as home, and pertinently, as I might do upon a' fuller {Ne 
Knowledge of the Dioceſe. It was therefore left to me Pac 
to ſpeak in generals only, and from the Excellence and nd 
Dignity, as well as Difficulties of the Paſtoral Office, tu g 
frame an Exhortation, both to my Self and every One oer 
You, to ſuch a Careful and Conſcientious Diſcharge, eadither 
of us, of our ſeveral parts, as may anſwer the Ends oF 
our holy Inſtitution, and farisfy the Obligations we havMer 
laid upon our ſelves,” when firſt we undertook our Offfhak 
ces; ſuch, in a word, ſuch a Diſcharge, as will ſuppoſfke, 
and comfort us in the laſt Day, when the great Lord anrea! 
Maſter of us all, ſhall call us, every One of us, to 3 25 
Account, each of his Stewardſhip. *- Pad 
Of the Digniry and Excellence of our molt holy Cain 
ling, the Scriptures have ſpoken ſo much, ſo plainly,” fuWith 
ly, and expreſsly, that there is little nced of amaſſWMuch 
the Paſſages together, and repeating them, to ſuch Medi 


"of 


Profane, the Scornful, the Witty, and malicious Spirfgr z} 


of the Age, to vility and bring it into Diſtepute, timo 


are no other than whit have always been, and always nd, 
to be expected. Our Care muſt only be, that We Pop! 
Selves contribute nothing to it, by our Imprudence, Ames 
our Negligence, our Ignorance, or IN Behaviour 2 1 

| 555 | RE bn "Icy *7 


gion L676. Religion 15 10 useful and ſo neceflary 1 to 5 the 


that 'y ell-being of the, World, and i. perfective of. humane 
tom ature, thar it commands the Eſteem. of all Men, and 
1 the obtains it of all that; ate Reaſonable. There never was 
alth, Country, in any manner eivilized, without Religion; 
t Ra- Nor, have any four Travellers, in their Diſcoveries ei- 
man. ther of the Old gr. New World, found. any Populous 


k 19 5 


© *” Town, or City, without a Temple, or Place of Publick 
my orfhip. ' Nox. ag there ever. any-Religion profels'd, 
ay üben its bel k d Miniſters. ;-nor Prieſts and Mini- 
ou 
Nor, I may alſg and, were ever any Prieſts and Mini- 
le ters without their Enyi rs, Maligners, and Traducers ; 
- Who Vet ere. Never. (4% to PET ade the World, ;out 


4, 4 


7's inſulted, injured, ralbd upo 
Complaints of: that kind are a8 = 
Bye and that, in all Places, and un- 


E ON " Relit But the: 1 of: One. Age ſüffer for 
Lach e 2 00 pd gate more ſenſible, of the 
Ends © what th ey read, as done in fer: 


8 of reer they 957 5 
we have Times; one of two Injuries War A Man himſelf "els 
fake deeper iripteltſion, than Twenty, Relations: of the 
uppo ike, ſuffered by Others ; and his Complaints will. Tip 115 
I e at 2p, 1 4 151 fol not he f 

ge, if: he be A1 ö Or. they fog 
ad in Boche the Will n Fa J to, 4s leſs 


as CaWaints will, be of One, ho ſuffers 1 en. And Id; Ir 5 


inly, = thoſe be L: 93 1 ge e 165 0 50 5 5 
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+ x fi TRL 795 wee 4 the f 2; th 
udence, 1 the 1 and to the Diminution of their 
our of 8 the Reaſor'is, we are not ſo well acquainted wi 


ers without their Honours, Priviledges, and Reyenues: 


. f Their Religion, Of the Necaſlity of Perſons ſer apart 
4 iſtration, of its Offices. It is by no means 
Ff 2 Th as growth, that Men employed in 
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after all, it may be, all theſe conltant Riflings at, 


*tis what is uſual, and common to all Age 8.3 it þ 


r 2 * a * 
I r e 


[2] 


the former Times, 25 with out own : Hiſtory is one 552 
thing, and Experience is another; and things at Diſtance 
ſhew much lets, than thoſe which": ate at hand, And in- Wit | 
deed, it can not well be otherwiſe, than that the Effects 4 
ſhould be near the fame in all Times, when the fats dul 
Cauſes are in being and in force. The Paſſions of Men m 
are, generally, the ſame at all tines; the Provocariotis n 
that Men give to Injuries. are much the fame; and the l 


Handles and Occaſions that Men take Hold of, diffet not teig 


much, at different Times: And fince theſe are, , generally, | 
the Sources of Mens Sufferings and Complaints, omar x 
vel if the Streams run very near alike, at all times And } 


ries, Inſults, and dire to vllify the dau ny 
make one ſort of Proof, of the Eren Df 75 les 
of our holy Calling; for were it not of great Imhor; 
tance, it would. not be ſo much tk notice of; ift 
were not very troubleſome 92 1855 cer it wo 2 8 ; 
not be ſo maligned =P them. ant Che 0 
and Controul, that is laid u 100 74 Ine e 
ples, and immo?; 1 Praflices by he g6od Tag 199 Vir- 
due, ? eal, and i Silance, of God's St a os 


Mes te evil Tok ee 8 
which is to their C ori 
Increaſe, 'of their wp pe toc 55 4 
. Theſe things have been the r Ne 11 RS 97 1 
the modern Co plairits of this Kitd; TH ould ; Fol 5 0 ; 
them, be true; and Report, herein 970 En Liar; ; it In 
vention had no hand 1d Framing them, nor; Malice in in 14 
proving them, nor any, 'Arrifice were. 164 4. in ff pteadipg 
feeding and Snoring Beth. 75 wou £3 not yet be a0 
harder Reflexion on the Age, or P. 975 or Gove vernmen, . 
under which they happen, thag Complaints, of the lik 
kind. were heretofore, | in othet Times, in other Fine | 
Reigns, and other Governments. ' *Fis what aura iT 


pened in all K; 718 Reigns, in which the Oldelt 0 a 14 | 
zel; ; our Fathers made rhe fame The COS and. if w# 
i a 


9 - 
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one bend {till backward; we ſhall find the ſame, thing: Nor 
ince 15 there any Remedy tor this Miſchief,” that is eftectual: 
A total Stop to Peoples Perulance and Malice, is what 
Was never yet found out, nor, ever will be. It is not 
guite the ſime thing in Popiſb Countries, but it is not 
much better. As they have naturally and unavoidably, 
more profane and impious Scoffers at Religon than we 
; have, as having much more Provocation to deride the 
not teigning Superftition of their Countries, with ſo many, 
ally. Tolemn- Fooleries ? ſo they do often fly our, and break 
Mar. through all the Reſtraints of Deceney, and Cuſtom, 
And Law, and Puniſhment, and treat the Clergy. with oppro- 
3 brious Language and Contempt. And even in, Coun- 
3 tries where. they have a Hell on Earth to torment Of- 
I Fenders againſt themſelves in, as well as one to threaten 
Men : hereafter with, which is not dteaded half - fo: 
much — even in thoſe Places, where the Iaquiſition 
ges, the Tongues of Men will not be totally reftrain- 
ed, but they will utter their Reproaches, and their Scan- 
7:7 dals, tho“ with more Caution, Ambiguity, and a more 
Vie guarded Malice: Which I mention. only to ſhew, thar 
: 62.) bo Severity, no Power, no Laws, can ever totally, ſup- 
preſs cheſe eruel and outrageous--Lieences.,, And--there- 
fore that we are by.no means, to) think oli Caſe ſingu- 


nds 
ws. WS 7 115 5 0 ö N 
el due allowances ) We , By eh n, A Lauac 70%, Are: 
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If: Ways: be. * 3k 4 8 
But after all, 1 

Kkhowled ging, that God hath put it veiy much into alt 
Fur hands, both to coneiljate and preſerve, ! in a great 
Apieaſure, that Love, Reſpect, Eſteem, and Honour. 
„Fhich is ſo due to the Excellence; and Dięnity of our 
poly Calling, by putting it into our power,, do execute 
„gur Officz carefully and conſcientiouſſy, with as much 

RE N Prudence 


e! 


Prudence and Diſcretion as we can. And indeed, unleſfs 
we do our utmott Diligence, to fulfill the feveral parts 4. 
of our Miniſtry, in the moſt ſerious, uſefull, and moſt Coll 
edifying manner we are able, we ſhall not convince the 
World, that we our Selves do either underftand ' fufft- Fe 
ciently the Importance of our Office, or have it in that F** 
Honour and Eſteem We ought to have, and are deſirous 
they fhould have it in. As bad as the World is, Reli- 
gion has not quite loſt its Power, nor its Miniſters their 
Awe and Influence upon Peoples Minds, if proper Ap- 4, * 
plications be but made, in proper Time, and Place, and 18 
other feaſdnable Circumſtances. As bad as the World is, L 
it has gertainly Something to ſay in its Defence ſtill, 
Which were it exactly true, abundance of Complaints 
would be better ſpared; than made with any noiſe. If + 
Men accule us of neglecłing to diſcharge our Duties; or . 
of ill Management ard Indiſcretion in diſcharging them; 
if they accuſe us of notorious Inſufficiency, reproachful 
Ignorance, and Unskilfulneſs in matters properly relating . 
to our Calling; but, above all, if they carr charge us 
with immoral Practices, in giving them a bad. Example, u 
we never are to look fot that Reſpe&, Eſteem and Ho- 
nour, which gre only due to Virtuous, Learned, and Dif- $;.* 
creet Clergy- men. Let us look for what we will, the 
World will ſtill have more Regard to our Perſonal Quali- e 
fications, than to the Dignity of our Calling; they will 3: 
not reverence us for what we fhould be, but for what 2” 
they ſee, and find in us. Vis ſo in all other Caſes, let Rte, 
the Profeſſions of Law and Phy/ic& be never fo Honoura- rg 
ble, becauſe fo uſefull and ſo neceſſary, to the prefervation # 
of our Health, Eſtates, and Property, yet who knows 
how to value and eſteem a Praftitioner in either of thoſe 
Faculties, if he want either Skill or Honeſty ? if he ei- 
| | ther does not Underſtand our Caſe, or does not uſe his 
|] Underſtanding; to our Benefit and Relief? nor would it #** 
| 


alter the Matter much, if God himſelf had poſitively in- #29 
ſtitured thoſe Profeſſions ; for no Authority, Command, ½ 
or Power, can create an Eſteem or Love; in Peoples 
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< them. The outward. marks of Honour and. Reſpect, 
may be paid, by virtue of Command, and. mult be it 
commanded, and are, moreover, uſefull to ſome purpo- 
ſes. But if we would be inwardly elteemed, we muſt 
endeavour to deſerve it, and lay the foundation of it, in 
our Selves, in the Uſe and Exerciſe of thoſe good. Qua- 
« Aities, . Abilities, and Powers, that God WE. x iven us, 
For the Service and Edifcation both of our {elves and 
choſe who are committed ro our Care. 


. unleſs the People alſo ſee and know, that we have, in 
Jome good meaſure, fulfill d the parts belonging to.thoſe 
Officers, to whom thoſe great Titles do indeed þelong: 
Dur Office is then py rightly nagniſied, when it is well 
Aliſcharged: and we only wear thoſe Honours creditably, 
hen. we have gain d them by our faithful Seryice in this 
Warfare. This is the. Uſe we ate to put theſe figurative 
„ the Iitles to, which are ſq frequent in the Scriptures ; they 

are to put us itill in mind, of being what we undertook 
will to be, when we were dedicated to God's Service; juſt 
what as the name of Saintg was to remind, the Chriſtians in 
s, let St. Paulis time, of what, they ought to be, and what 
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Uſe, which our wiſe and well-compoſed Office, . of Or. 
mows £ EVIRg P riefts calls and requires us, to make of them. 
thoſe When it has done exhorting us, 20 have in our Remem- 
he ei- Age, into hom high a Dignity, and to how weighty an 
e his ce we are called, 1. E. 7 ve. Meſſengers, Watchmen, 
ald it gad Stewards of the Lord, ta teach, end to premanyſh, 
ly in- 82 J£d and provide for the Lord's Family, with. other 
mand, Hleat things, it makes this Ule and Application of them 
oples 407 always therefore printed in your Remembrance, 
find . Si a Treaſure is commited to. your Charge — for 
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ey bad, in Baptiſtn, engaged to be. And this. is the 
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ey in C hey are the Sheep of Chriſt, which be bought with bas 
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Enemy is near: Our Shepherds, we expect, ſhould know 
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Church 


fro, warg us againſt our Danger, qnd alarm us when the f 55 
their Flocks, keep them rogethet all they can, ſearch for R 
the wandring Ones, and drive them gently to their Folds 
again, and be exceeding Careful of them all; to :preſerve. M1 
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are ſent, and do their Erands readily, directly, and ex- . 
ackly, as we bid them. OungWarchmen. muſt be wake; ol id 
ful, have all their Senſes quick about them, look too and , ret 
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1 | [ * 3 2 — 3 i ; 
reh wem againſt all Beaſts of Prey, and all infeQicus Dif 
«ſe: Empers. The very Name ot am Embaſſadour puts noble 
rh) Hhoughts into Gur hearts, and fills; us with great Ima- 
nc, s; but tells us plainly, that He muſt be always careful, 
20% Feither to ſay nor do, what may refer Diſhonour on his 

will Maſter and-greatPrinerpat, OG 
end Thus theſe Titles ſervè to inſtruct us in our Duty, and 
1r is EFcire us to it.. And when they operate thus etiettually 
ber Upon our Minds, they make us what We are called, and 
intil 
vor WW 

om N Elotious Crown of 


a your 'Seloes offend, nor be Oceaſion that others of- 
. The Difficulties that attend our Calling, may be 
afidered either with regard to the Qualifications that 


ns to the Qualifications that are requiſite to make 2 
r 9 Compieat 


| Compleat Clergyman,. if we ſhould conſult the Writing FE 


from them in the leaſt, we ſhould find them ſo great, id 
many, and ſo hard to he obtained, that as I am ſure fog 


2 it ſo exceeding difficult, for a Man to be qualifeth den 


Service 3, nor many more, if Others muſt alſo. judge of 


| great Orators in their Way; but it is not only a fall 


out its Miſchief. There was ſomething like this hank 
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of ſome very famous Chriltian Bifhops, and others, oj — 
old, and be obliged to believe them, without departin : 
ce, 
my own part, ſo I may reaſonably fear, that many, oft 
this Aſſembly, deſpairing ot ſuch Attainments, mult have ven 
beraken our Selves to other Callings, who yet, I hopeg chat 
ra 8 T7 4 good Account to God, each of our Steward be 
ip. 3 


4 


J have often wondred with my ſelf, that Men NI 


- who were as wiſe and learned, as they were. Religious the 


thould write in ſo diſcouraging a manner; Should repre t u 


. 


lot holy Orders, that not one modeſt humble Chriſtianyy nge 
of five hundred, would preſume to Offer himſelf to hae 


them, according to thoſe rigid Syles. - Theſe Men wergh; 
loquznce, hut a Miſchievous one, that treating abouſp 
General Duties, raiſes them ſo high, that they becomg 

impracticable: 10 that what God commands us all ro dog 
and by commanding, ſhews we all can do, theſe Rhe 
toricians would perſuade us, few or none can do; anifſe 
inſtead of animating our Hopes, giyes us deſpair, im, 
mediately. _ "'v 


| According to the Flights and Exaggerations of. rhely; R 
devout and over-tervid Spirits, a very few. People, weny 
they ſerious, would ever go into. Holy Orders, whiqhy1q 
ſhould it ever happen would be very prejudicial. to Ran 
Aigion; tho! over-Rtocking the Church is alſo not. withiÞcc, 
pened, in the matter of the Bleſſed Sacrament, which xx 
may partly account for it. For the two or three fille . 
Centuries the generality of Chriſtians did frequently m 
even every Lord's Day, partake of the Lord's Suppen 1 
but this their frequency, did naturally. abate much Mie 
their Devotion, in the performance of that holy Serviq gur 
which godly zealous Men perceiving; ſet themſelyes i pr 
write and preach upon that Subject; and, to raile ta ft 
Peoples devour AﬀeRtions, and revive. their antient Fae, 2 
| | _ — YOulsg - 
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eins guts, faid fo many fine exalted things, uſed ſo many 
3,  *Wng-and bold Alluſions, and. lively figurative Repre- 
ting tations, both of the Prieſt, and Sacrifice, and Pre- 


h ce, that they quickly made the Duty of Preparation : 
re fo 


difficult, and the Danger of coming to that Table ſo 
W %at and dreadful, that even good People were afraid 
; haveg entufe, and rather choſe to [tay away, altho' invited 
hope that Supper, than come without what was then made 
ward: be the Wedding Garment. Thus, good well-mean- 
Mei Men, do often cure One miſchief by Another, and 
Stousig they have tried, they know not which is greater. 
repreqpt unlike to this In the Days of Perſecution, and 
alifiehen the Clergy were firſt ſought after, and in greateſt 
ilttanz nger, as they always were, we may very well pre- 
0 thay >, that they were not abundantly more in number, ' 
ige %an might ſerve the Neceſſities of the Church; the 
Wei iſdom of its Governors would find it neceſſary to re- 
a wm ain all forwardneſs that way, and to hazard no more 
anon they needs mult. But when the Empegors became 
comqhriſtians, and thought they could never be magnificent 


19,60 d bountiful enough, in building and endowing Chur- 
Rhe | 


Es, and in favouring Church- men; and when the great 
en of the World thought they could make no better 
purt to their great Maſters, than by following their 
„ Wantples: : perſuaded alſo of the Excellence of their 
. rhe 1 W Religion, and that whatever they beſtowed upon 
c, weiß Servants of Chriſt, was very acceptable to him, and 
wh wpuld be rewarded by Him: When this was the Con- 
to Raon of the Church, and growing daily better, When 
t With pecame not only ſafe, but honourable, and advanta- 
iS nal pus too, to be a Clergy man; we need not doubt. but 


en betook themſelves to this Profeſſion in great Num- 


5 Ann 
I, It 


K 
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ic F Wd if, among them, there were many Ignorant, Care- 
Ent ß, and Neglectful Ones, many Ambitious, Covetous, 


YOu! : 
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[ 16. 1 956 
and very worldly- minded Men —-as we need not much; 
wonder, ſo we m iy well imagine, that the Scandal which 
theſe People gave, and the great Fears, that things would 
ſtill grow worſe and worſe, if not prevented by ſom 
means, might move the: Men of nobler Principles, of 
better Learning, higher Stations, greater Sanctity, and 
more aultere B2haviour, to Preach and Write about theſq tif 
matters, in ſuch a way, as would, they thought, ſoonel ion 
repreſs that forward neſs of entring into Holy Orders uld 
which was likely to turn to no good account. And thigghte, 
they would moſt naturally do, by overſtraiming every. 
part ot Duty, and running every ching to ſuch a Height Ci 


that few could think of reaching it. They would mul 
tiply Qualifications, and magnify each particular; what hie 
ever was great and good, would immediately becomaſthe 
meceſſary; and nothing below Perfection b2 admitted K tha" 
The Treaſure which was heretofore. in St. Paul's timey 115 
had in Eurthen Veſſels, mult now be put into nothingſchar 
but Gold ang Su ver This is, after all, but my Cong. 
jecture, grounded on ſome hints left us, in Hiſtory Swan 
becauſe I would fain find out ſame Excufe, for thoſe EX I 
ceſſes. which appear in theſe great Mens Diſcotrſes upon. 
the Prieſthood and the Paſtoral Office ;, which were the 
to be litterally and ſtrictly underſtood, would frighteſf be 
all, but very wicked impious Ones, from] undertakings... 
any part of it. And I doubt I might ſay of the Biſhop 
and Prieſts of any one Age. what old Jheagnis with lomgy ve 
pleaſuntry ſaid of the perfectly good Men, in his Aid 
He thought a Wherry-boat would hold them all e 
But its very well for us, that theſe great Mens Exam P. 
ples, relieve us, againlt the Rigour of their Rules ang Th 
Iiſtructions; for after all they have ſaid; they were 71 
themſelves Biſhops and Preſbyters, and tho very Learn 
ed and very Good, yet not ſo ſuperlatively ſo, but thay hol 
others might and did equal them. Some of them fle f. 
indeed from Ordination. as thev would from Miſchieß t 
and hid themſetves'as from an Enemy: but they wei. x” 
found at lalt, and overtaken, and caught, and ordaineq 1 
and made. by a Religious ſort of Violence, to underg g 
thoſe Offices, and diſcharged them paſſing Well, as Fre 
| | _ Wort 
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"TM Þ1pulous ami ffightened at what St. Chryſoſſome, St. 


his 
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LOND of chooſing and appointing Succeſſors. The Go- 
tory pabrs of the Church; were: not jong- under the imme: 
le kate Influence. and. Ditection of the Bleſſed Spirit, to 
d upow them, who were fitly qualified for the Offices thar 
e thee to be ſupplled: put they were left to the guidance 
ighte their Reaſon, and Frudence, Opſervation and Expe- 
inopfzuld chuſe; rofl vp plas th Importance, with Men 
nom well: qualific And proper for he; purpoſe, as they 
id ger If they found good Senſe and Underltanding, 
— her Lemiing, becauſe che 
„ken no great need. of it, ſot they had generally but 
auc Tongue, and that their Mather -tongue. The La- 
1. Mer indeed lock d upon Greek; much; as we do upon 
+ eh. the better fort learn d it for Pleaſure and Ac- 
n g Wipliſhrnent but this, like other parts of good breed-. 
17-11: 08, Tpread nor far.) It does not appear that the Greeks | 
W 1 that regard to Latia, even when the Empeross. re- 
4 ea in the Weſt, and vrere moſtly at Romc. So that 
1 x 9 were only put 10 legtn to talk and read pracetully 
Native Language. In this, the Antient Clergy both 
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and all who followed them, who ſpend a great part og. 
our ſhort Lives, in getting a little Latin and Greek, and 
are thought to have no Learning, till we have Languages 
I can not choole but think this to be a great Difficulty 
and an Impediment in the purſuit of other uſeful Know 
ledge ; but yet it is not to be remedied; nor would ili 
be tor our Good to remove it, if we could; becauſe 
throughout the Chriſtian World, where it is moſt remo$ 
ved, there is the greateſt Ignorante and Barbariſm, an 
the Chriſtian Doctrine moſt corrupted : as appears ver 20 
much in Fance, more in Italy, and moſt of all in Spain 
And in our own Country, we all of us feel, of how gre 
Service it is, to be accounted Learned by our People, an 
that where the Fame is otherwiſe,” our Credit is but litt 
with them. But to retutn to what I was about 
Chriltiznity prevailed in the World, and the number q 
the faithful Flock increaſed, the number of the: Chriſti, 
Paſtors muſt increaſe 8 alſo; and he wil 
reckons that a great Number may as well be qualified, : 
a ſmall Number may be, may think he reckons with Re 
1on, but will ſurely find he reckons wrong, upon Exp 
rience. Now if ten thouſand People be abſolutely n 
ceſſary to the well diſcharging a great Office, would 
be Wiſdom to require fuch Qualifications in each, Cos 
Petitor, as ſcarce à hundted of that Number could WE 
neſtly pretend to bring along with them? Nor is it a. 
more to the Credit or Service of the Church, to preſeri 178 
abundance of ſtricx preliminary Rules, when, if it wou 
be ſerv'd at all, it muſt admit of as many Relaxatio \-46h 
Or to- make a' World of things neceſſary, in Prefæſſd . 
when it mult be content with the good Obſervance of 
tew, when we come to Practice and Application. 
In this, the Wiſdom; Prudence, and Moderation of 1 
Church of England, as all other things, appears Conſ pan 
cllous: She does not preſcribe ſuch Qualifications, as 11 
can only with and pray, might be tlie Portion of AlL Il 
Prieſts and Miniſters, but ſuch as ſhe: may -reaſonab# 17 
hope they may, and expedt they /hou/d; bring along wif.” © 
them: ſuch us with the Ordinary:Afiſtance of God 117 
Grace, and rheir own Ditigence, and Gare, and Fans 43 wa 
| tum 
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Wifficulties therefore of our Calling, as they imply the 


70 


M 07 ifications, that are previouſly required of thoſe who 


Hon theſe Terms, her Candidates for holy Orders. The 


ch ReſÞar may af 
Exp 


old Bo” accidentally they may be, and ſometimes are exceed- 
Corll ply great and many, partly through the Folly, Malice, 
114-4884 Perverſeneſs of Others, and partly from our own 


- 5+ ant of Patience, Temper, and Niſcretion in our Ma: 
feſcri! 


gement. But be they great or ſmall, jew. or many — 
r woul dave not left my {elf time enough to ſpeak to them 
atio, becauſe I have one or dvo things more to leave 
ofe/ilt ith you, before I end, which can nor ſtay for another 
ce oe, as the others may, ſhould it pleaſe God to con- 
= * a Paper of Re ſolatians, agreed upon at 


Nhat. gives us great Trouble; the Jealouſies we haye a- 
Put them keep us conſtantly uneaſy ; And therefore ſince 
. . * 3 | - a e# ; = 


N 
4 
* 


83 
4 


2 
* 
* 
5 


. 
- * 

* 
We'd 


1 
1 
N. 


"3 
be 74 


3 1 1 
we muſt ſee and hear, very much, with other People 
Eyes and Ears, and judge by other Peoples Judgments 
we have great Cauſe to require, tat all due care be t.. 
ken, in giving them, before they come to us; for aftef 
wards, it is not often in our Power to examine and di 
prove them, not, with Reſpect to the Canons, wholly 1 
reject them. But J remit you ro the Paper it felt. | 
The Other thing, that I would ſay to you, befote' y 
Pait, is, to deſire you, at your Return home, to tal 
Four Time, and Opportunity, to inſtruct your Peopl 

a their Duty and Megane ro their KING, and tho 
who ate put in Authority under him They may 
told, that it falls not to their hate to determine 
Princes Titles, or diſpute their Rights: They are mu 
better provided for; tis more to their Advantage, ai 
their Safety, that they are only to obey, where the 8 

pream and Legiſlative Power bids them obey. They! 
be told, that the Obedience of the Subject is nor to 

Perſonal only, .Humoutſome, or Partial, according 

their Fancies and Affections — much to this Prince, mdf | 
to That, and little to aner; but Conſtant, Unifoi 
the: Like, and evermore the Same, to all Princes, con 


manding only what is Lawtul. ' * * 


It will unavoidably happen, that one Prince ſhould | 


Jeſs beloved, and: myvardly eſteemed than another, ſon be 
times with Juſtice and Reaſon enough, ſomerimes wif tic 


| Liitle, often none at all, but purely from Fancy, idle 8 to 
} | ries, groundleſs Surmiſes, raid and fed? by Artifcſ int 
1 cunning People; bur all muſt he alike Obeyed and Wi 
10 zoured, for chat is fot the Good and Safety of the who G 


| It is neither wiſe nor convenient, to compare the cor 
| ving with the Dead; for, Sagrow and Loſs make us.. 
=_ - ond and partial to the One, as Toy and Interelt makeſſſo 
to the Other; and Truth is {omewhat overlook d cht 


1 both. But as far as a Private Man can judge of Prinſgro 
kleuts and Inclinations, their Diſpoſitions, Qualites, els 
36 


Powers, I venture to {iy it my ſelf, (tho' I would in 


lt require it of vou, to fav ) that I think we have hard to 
[| Es had. 3 Princes hint che lived ame hetter re 
vl ever had a Prince upon the Throne, that came better le 
1 lined, or better qualified ro make ns a happy Peopſß“ 
; : . e I . | #1 
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a bao he who now Reigns over us! His Ince and Po- 
Views: muſt needs diſpoſe him to the fine 3 hut 
"hey who knew him well, expect it rather from his gicat 
*Goodnels,* excellent Nature, Senſe. and Love of Jultioe, 
tempered with much Behignity and Mercy, Strength of 
"Mind, Firinneſs of Reſolution, great Prudence, and Pxpe- 
rience ih the Arts of Governing. But this, you may A 
; 3 your People with, becauſe 'tis known |: Ha- 
road, that, before he came to us, there was not à Printe 
in Europe, better elteemed by All his Neighbours, nor 
better beloved by all his Subjects than he was, which, 
of all the Indications of a Good Prince, is the lareſt and 
the moſt io be depended on. They loved hit there, 
altho his Power' was bounded by nothing but bis Will, 
becauſe they ſawy his Will was ever guided by his Rea- 
— and that Reaſon was * Fublick Good. They Ju- 


ce, ma 
800 Influence of his 12 — and — at 4 ater 
es, coll — er love him kill. hower er, 8 as be 
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becauſe th — no Chang e can ee their Condi: 
tion. Nor do they take the ccni on of his Ablence, 
to tradute his Miniſters whom he employs; but truſt 
intirely to his Judgment in cheir Choice, allbred, that he 
who means them nothing bur Good, and makes their 
Good his own, will "a" all Care both to procute it, and 
-e the continue ir to them, by moſt fit and proper [oftiuments. 

uke us One is a great deal aſhamed, to think that a Prince of 
t make Ho much Metit, and ot ſo und! emiſhed a Chatacter. 
ook'd | chroughout the World, ſhould want to be commen nded 
f Pin to the People of Eng/ard : 33 if we weile leis ſenilble, 


mites, a leſs diſcerning, and leſs catetul of our Intereits and Hap . 


vould en pineſs, than others are. And am not al. ittle 5 
Wwe har to. my ſelf, that ſuch a Part as this, is not, withont 3 
better A Breit Neceflity, a proper Task tar a Biſhop at his U 
y Peopf parron + But great Neceſſity mages things improper to 
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and filling every Corner of the Country, with Defama- 


| Government? And as the way of old was for the Lying 


but where the People, notwithſtanding, are deceived, 
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become Neceſſary. And is there not an evil lying Spitit de 
gone forth amonęſt us, ranging to and fro, in every Shape, 
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tion, Scandal, and Detraction; inventing things impoſ- 
fible, ſurmiſing things improbable, uttering down right | 
Falſhoods, miſrepreſenting Truths, mingling them ſpite- | 
Fully, detracting from all Advantages, magnifying all the 
leallMilcarriages or Misfortunes, and giving every thing 
a wrong Turn, and all to alienate the Hearts and Aﬀetti - | 
ons vf the People, from the King's Perſons, Family, and | 


Spirit to go forth, and deceive, by the mouth of the 
falſe Prophets ; fo, where that has not happened now, | 


whence can the Truth proceed with more advantage, ern 
than from the faithful boneſt Prophets mouth, to meet the 


with, filence, and repreſs, theſe evil Speakings, Lies, {icy; 
and odions Slanders ? 257 0 35 ome a 
And fince, It is preſumed, I ſpeak to none, but ſuch Hon 


as have already given the KING all the Security the Laws here 
require, by ſundry, and by frequently repeated Oaths, IKze;c 
know that what I ask cannot appear unreaſonable. It is, 
but what thoſe Oaths do naturally require; for, as our: 1 « 
Prayers to God for any thing we want, ſuppoſe our belt. 
Endeavours going with them, to obtain it, ſo muſt our Rabl. 
Oaths be evermore accompanied by ſuch a Meaſure and. | 
Degree of Acfivity to the fulfilling them, as is ſuitable vror 
d proper to the Office, Place, and Station, we bear in heir 
the Common- wealth; which is, undoubtedly, to {et the ſprea 
People right, in their miſtaken Notions; remove theifhy - 
Prejucices; and clear them of thoſę Ill impreſſions, which nov 
falſe and wicked Men have, without, and againlt al Pelve 
Reaſon, moſt maliciouſly made upon their Minds. TI 77 
what our true Intereſt, as we are an Eftabliſpd ChurchW&t+ G. 
calls for, as much as our Duty; our Enemies fear nothin&F th 
more than our exerting our ſelves, and our Friends expetWÞ@f'y, 
nothing lefs at our hands. Our very fi/ence where thei 
Scandals are fo loud, will not be look'd on, as the Eve h 
fect of peaceable and quiet Diſpoſitions only, even bhay 
{os} as are moſt favourable to us, but as a a, 
2.08 wn: | 


EEC 
IIndifference: but by ſuch as are leſs friendly to our Or- 
i der, it will be look d on as Connivance and Good-will, 
reſtrain d by Fear and Doubt of the Event: but by our 
Enemies, it will be conſtrued, as it naturally looks, like 
nothing leſs than Favour and Encouragement. And, in 
truth, I ſeriouſly believe, that neither our Enemies abroad, 
Inor thoſe we have at home, have grounded their paſt 
me Hopes, or do ground their preſent or future Ones, of 
B Succeeding in their Attempts, on any one thing in the 
World anore, than upon what they have partly ſeen them- 
elbes, and {till fee, and on the Repreſentations that arg 
made to them by Others (with great Enlargements we 
may well preſume) of the Silence, Heartleſs Inacrivity, 
Coldneſs, Indifference, and the Languid Zeal, of cho 


ved, Eccleſiaſticks who are truly, in the Intereſt of the Go- 
wernment on the one ſide; and on the other fide, upon 
t the Numbers, Strength and Influence of ſuch as they he- 
Hieve are hearty Well-Wiſhers, Favourers and Advancets 
Pf that Cauſe, as far as is conſiſtent with their Safety 
ich from the Laws. And fhould theſe People reckon right, 
vs there would be ground enough for much of their Cont 

hs, I ence: for every one has had Experience enough of late, 
oo ſhew him, how confiderable the Power of ſuch'a Bo- 
ura of Men is; and of how great Uſe and Service it is, 
Shen rightly and well exerted, and again, how formi- 
Wable when ill directed. But it is in the Power of every 
1dÞne of us, to convince theſe People, that they reckon 
le A vrong, and are deceived, at leaſl in One. Tis much to 
Their Advantage to have the Calumny believed, and 
ne pread: 'tis jut as much to ours, to ſhew it is a Calum-. 
ey, and that they are miſtaxen; by letting our People 
Know (as there is need) that they muſt be, as we our 
Pelves are, good Exgliſßmen, good Proteſtants, and 
Haithſul Subjecbs to the KING, according to the Laws 
pt God, and of the Land, and the moſt ſolemn Obligation 
Ef their Oaths. And in th's Hope, I will take my leave 
fl you for this Time, beſeeching God to bleſs us, every 
Pne of us, in the Diſcharge of our good Office; that when 
FE e have gone thro” this troubleſome unthankfvl World, we 
by day give an Account to him, both of our Selves, and all 
-_ © IF Ss . =o Tom 
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edffintted to out Care, with Joy, ànd not with! tief 
. aud may receive that Euge, at our Maſter's Hands; which 
| is 4 thoufand thoufand Times above-all Eärthly Honours! | 
and Preferments, Well done thou good and faithful Sor. 
art, enter thou into the Foy of thy Ford. BAJA 


A We e 
D Pan ow 
Here theſe Sheets were quite finiſhed & the Preſs; [ 
IJ, 7ecerved a Letter, from the Deputies of the Epiſco- 
pat-Reformed Churches, zz Great Poland, and Poliſh Pruſ- 
fra, and of the Epiſcopal Betlenian College in Tranlyl- 
rama.; wherein they eartteſily intręat tne, after the Ex- 
7 of Bis Grace My Ld. ABp. of Canterbury, and My. 
Lt of London, to recommend the moſt deplorable Eftate 
thoſe Churches and that College are nom in, to the chari- 
7qble Confederation of the Reverend Clergy N My Dioceſe, 
The Requeſt was Hrea ſonable, and the Example ſo good, 
that 1 complied with it, and followed it inttmediately ;, and 
gladly took the Opportunity: of conveying my Deſires to. 
xox, on their Behalf, together with my Charge, afſoor 
ST: Coro a 1 EL 
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The KING, of tis great Goodneſs, hath rn 
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grant 4 general Brief, for the Relief of theſe diſtreſſed fl 
14 People, which will give you a full Account of their un- 

ll  ſpeakable Sufferings pa and preſent, and what farther 

1 Miſeriet they are like to undergo, unle Supported by 

Le. This Brief wil! come, amongſt. you, about a Month 

bence : But I hope and daſire you will, in ſome of the In- 

terim, uſe your Endeavouts to diſpoſe your People, 10 

4. more than Ordinary, Liberality in contributing lo ub 

Neceſſities of ag our Chriſtian Brethren, of the ſame 

Houſhold of Faith with us. And 5 you t tale 

care, to make as good Piſpatch in this Colleflion,. a y0u 

wellcan. becauſe theſe Neceſſities ate o very. ſtrong 

gd preſſing on the poor Sufferers. £1. 

any, Good Broken... - or tio cnt ol 

Ey Aug. the yeth; | Your affectionate Friend, 5 Jo 


1347 is. and humble Servam in our Common Lord. 
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